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  With help from Congressman Dave Obey, the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point will
launch a new geographic information systems program.   

  

  Obey visited UWSP's geography lab Friday to meet students and learn more.   

  

  &quot;We depend on geographic data in many professions. ... Doctors look at the spread of a
disease. Truck firms look at the 
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movement of goods. Businesses like Target or Wal-Mart look at where their customers are andwhy they buy what they buy,&quot; said Keith Rice, department chairman for geography andgeology.       With a $1.7 million grant from the United States Department of Agriculture, UWSP will developa Geographic Information Systems Center.       &quot;Congressman Obey is a staunch supporter of all our institutions as each of us reach outto educate students ... to improve the economy of the region and the quality of life,&quot;Chancellor Linda Bunnell said.       Obey declined to make a speech, saying he was present &quot;to get a bird's-eye view ofwhat you're doing here.&quot;       Students have worked with numerous businesses as well as NASA as they evaluated localpotato fields, looking at biomass readings and soil mappings.       &quot;We probably have more students going into internships using GIS than any otheruniversity in the state. ... We get regular calls from businesses asking for interns,&quot; Ricesaid.       In 2004, the United States Department of Labor declared GIS one of the three most importanttechnological fields in the country, Rice said, leaving UWSP in a perfect position to offeradditional GIS resources.       &quot;Understanding spatial data has become almost imperative,&quot; Rice said.       Obey visited with students including Tim Kennedy, who is researching historic land parcels inBayfield County for the Center for Land Use Education.       Looking over a complex web of maps and legends, Kennedy described the effects of hiddensubdivisions and changes in land parcels.       Rice stressed that the center will serve as a resource not only for students, but communitymembers, too. In addition to a new faculty position, UWSP will hire an outreach coordinator.       &quot;The outreach person will go around and talk to businesses and people to make surethey are getting the resources they need,&quot; Rice said.     
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